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An artisl's polemical portraits turn MAGA 
grotesque 
Jeff Gru= a wlitlc;,I t11tlst lccryofhypc1"0Drtisalnshlp, ha!< mcdcunsubtlc, densely layered portmit, moroforfrustrotlon 
IIEnpcF_,uooi,;m. 
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The photo-collaged pt1rtr,1iu in JefftlAh>fa's ··~·see., of1he llepublican 

Party" arc loud, augl'y and \\\L~uhtk, But thc11 war<, their suhjc,cts 

whose rage 00,rnce,; hack nl them in llw. Anw.,·ican LJr,i,·ersity Mus,-tJm 

l11<'37romp,ner-1,enf'tU!ed 

imngt"!I depict Donald Trump_ 

andhisallie>l,inchodingelecied 

officia\s,fai\cdpolitical 

Nlndida1e..;,,l'o.•Ne-o,;fig"rei, 

righl--.ing,acti\<i,;t,;andafcw 

oftheformerpre<jidenl's 

auomcys. Their ~-,,;ag.,,. arc 

,:n-·erl~idwithpallems, 

~mudgc" and blotchc'S, or 

.wlllelimc-.appcartobc 

liquel)-1ng. The pictures are 

hea,')' U11 har.,.h blal'ks and 

reds,thelattersometirues 

umtr;i.,tedbyluridyeen.s. 

11anyofthefaresarebroadly 

"l"'"·muuthed.asifinmitl­

shout-whichtheyprobably 

we~ when the original photo 

wnsmad~. 

Each collage ha~ an inlaid caption th.at details oomc controversial action 

or ~tnternPnt. Arlditlonnl test, nlwA)'~ the Aubj..c1", own wor<:l.s, ~·irls 

around . .,,mcofthcpooplc. 

o,-,,.o(T<·uu,1_.s,.,frniu,i.,1hH1)..,i,1r.-a1.-tl"unfairly."m,d{:.t1.,_'s 

r,,tr1<ait~ oor1ninly could b,e lenned unl~ir. Thf!} .. re ton~lly uniform anrl 

show w<:h politku~ a,i RudyGi11liani, }fan Gaetz an<! Marjorie T'd)ior 

Grttne in es.<oenliallr one 1)(1..•lure, pulled from lhl'ir l)Hbli<, li,"'!I. The 

arid in which Gue~ marinat<"'i them is of th<-ir uwn mllking. 

As the :uTJst arxue,; m the ~tmw's cat.1.logue. "Any defamation of their 

<:baract,.ris'>t'lf·infli<1t'U." 

Cates. whoi;e bu.tjne,s eard 

d""4Cn~bisvocatM.>nu~ 

·meta-nanatnr."has~ree5 

both in p<Jlitil'ul ~dent• und in 

photo,;r:,.phyandgraph!c 

desi~n.H-,wurkt'Uinth~ 

Srnill~,;onjnn ArnericAn Al'! 

Musc11mfor22ycar11,rctilins 

( fomld(-\alllj11Ufntltqu~ 

rnllir,~ himselftllll Chnn,ornil~ 

Tc,aPart,-·inrcsponsct"thc 

nn1i-Ol>arn~teAputy.Durin.R, 

the w12 pn..-.idcntM ~k-.:.1iun, 

Gatei1,urchR...-d,;i1RoeinD.C. 

Metm <1ation5 tn dlsplay his 

poskr• that d..:ried pulitiad 

parfu.rnship. 
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This mess>1gc is not jll.'ll c,wcr for Ga1cs·s lihcral ,1<."'"· He really docs 

belil!\ie in dialQRueand comproml.'le. In hi~c:ilalop.oe~y, lhearti.~l 

dcnounCl-s what he culls "thccxtn.'lllC ki\" for its rcsi.1aocc tu engaging 

wilh polilic~I •nd cullural AI\IAROni~I~ 

'fhar urr nu Mfollc in •ru~n of the Kepublie11n P"rty,' ,.,lr,im,aly. Th~ 

portraiL! ar"' e.~cluiji,•filyorTnomp n11d his ~upporter,;. ·nw lib'l!of u, 

Ch,:n('y and Mitt Rnmncy arc mil included. The colla,;c:s, made in 2003 

anrl 20~4, are timely but not ~~rnp1Jl011\ly up IO dale.~' a 

,-,.latively ~I c:onwl'I tn MAC:A. rloo~ nnt ar,pear. 
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111ullilayer.>d.Ma11yofthe 

pktur,,o,·,.,mi,tprimarilyof 

faN>S,1>al1~rnsamltn1,bu1 

wmcfoatun.,prup,;,dt-ploy<--<l 

"'ithshalf>Vlsualwit.Tnonip 

hUll!lelf"=acruwnof 

rdpullXtohisfinancia\fraud 

<'Om'ic1ionsr,roilsb,ehindhim 

Justi<:cll"n,oct,"Jbomai,,purt,, 

a bib niadeof$50 and $100 

biU...'f=i,;Go,·.Gro,,;Abbutt's 

f.loeflo.atsbelowbum--sand 

harbed,.,.ire.lil:clhuschchad 

deployed in lhe Mio(.;rande1o 

ddcrmi;;r~nts 

The pir.turei, Are not n~uerin)\, l)m thfy n~rflyeuggnate 1endencies 

,-isihlcinunnltcrcdnCW!iphnlO!i. lt'snnaccidcnt,for""ampk,thatonc 

oftht• most 1,1'\.'tCS(jllC itnllj!Cd is ,.,fthe pcrpc•tually dishcvcksl SK"''' 
na,rnon. while the _R,ree,1 .1t,1i11 Ori (li1dia11i"s fa~ ~calls lhe ddppin~ h;iir 

dye <lonum:ntt·<l d11rini; 11 k/Jlj•lhu11-ttillmphaut n<-''-''" wnfrrcncc. 

In hi• calruojl;ue eMay. fom1er NewYort T!=~ Book R..v!ev, art director 

Skven HeU<0r likeru Gut..s w ~uch polemi<:.11 ai1i•t~ "' John Heartfid<l 
andl.eorii:e Oms:t. ,-"ho5c work has outll\'00 th~ politieal strife that 

in>pirnlit. 

Pf>rha1~• ·r,..,,,._, oflhf! R~p,ihlkan Party" .. ,;n al.,,,~ur.·i,·e lhe m,111,.e,nent 

il de1)i~ls. Whal il wob:lhly .. ,:m'1 do i$ ~hangeauy<.>ne·8 mi Ad al thi.~ 

politically charged momc11t. These pictures constitute one side of a 

rom"P.1"8:llinn II•~••~ unlikel)"ever 10 ~ur. 

Thafs ..,mething the artist ooncedcs. "l make these images for my~lf.· 

h<0note:i in tb(11ta]OJ¥Ue. 'lt'5 u W-<IJ" of <vunkllllJ,1 the P'-"'·erl=u.s I 

feel these days.· Some viewers wlll agree "'ith hi!! ,1s>0n,of oou,..,. but 

Gakls goo.I is nut ))t'nu~~iun. 
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